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Welcome to Solar Fiesta!
Inside this Issue

By Janet Bridgers,
NMSEA VP and Fiesta Manager
The Board of the New Mexico Solar Energy
Association welcomes all who come to the Albuquerque
Solar Fiesta this year on September 27. Thanks to all
who have helped to make it possible.
We’re especially proud of our association with CNM
Workforce Training Center (WTC), as they are the
educational institution here in Albuquerque that is
training the renewable energy workforce. Kudos to
Evelyn Dow-Simpson, Associate Director of the WTC,
Andrea Sisneros-Wichman, Heather Womack and the
rest of the CNM staff who have helped bring this event
together on the CNM campus.
Our sponsors—Sol Luna Solar, Affordable Solar and
Melloy Nissan—are the ones that make the show
economically feasible. Please thank them in person if you
find the show interesting and worthwhile.
We work very hard to produce an event that’s fun, as
well as educational, with information that hits many
levels. This year, the range is from our traditional kids’
activities, to a workshop on new developments in energy
storage by a Sandia Labs engineer, with lots in between.
Please check out the workshop schedule on page 8 to find
what’s of most interest to you.
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We have placed more emphasis than ever on
alternative-fueled vehicles with a panel discussion at 3
p.m. and more of these vehicles for our attendees to have
the opportunity to investigate.
For those who have never attended one previously,
NMSEA has been producing these shows for most of the
(Continued on page 3)
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(Welcome, Continued from page 1)
past 13 years, although this is the first one in
Albuquerque since 2011. (We’ve had two in Santa Fe in
the springs of 2013 and 2014.)
Solar Fiestas have always provided a platform where
the public can find high quality information from our
workshops and speak face-to-face with solar and
sustainability vendors. We pride ourselves on offering
the opportunity for “non-techies” to learn and ask
questions about renewable energy technologies in an
unintimidating environment.
We especially emphasize why this is the best time
ever to buy a solar system:
• the reduced prices of solar panels, combined with
• the approaching sunset of federal tax credits and
• the promise of higher electricity prices from PNM
plus
• more options for financing
We love having the participation of numerous
nonprofit organizations and small businesses. You’ll find
options here for evolving your own life toward
sustainability - either through energy efficiency or
involvement in organizations working to protect the
environment for future generations of human and
nonhuman species.
Thanks for coming! ☼

Monte Ogdahl: 3/31/1948 – 9/9/2014

Susan Miller - 505-803-1144
7707 Lomas NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110
505-265-8721

ABQ Chapter Meetings
You are invited to join us on the 4th Tuesday of
even-numbered months for a couple of hours of
"energy" and education. NMSEA monthly Chapter
Meetings in Albuquerque are FREE and open to the
public. Call the office in to learn about the meeting
topic for October 28. We meet at 6:00 PM at the REI
store, 1550 Mercantile Ave NE, 87107. We have a
variety of speakers and expert-led discussions at
each meeting. Come hang out with other concerned
citizens to learn how you can do your part, as we all
transition toward a more sustainable lifestyle. Share
your project successes with us! Experts and novices
are all encouraged to attend. We hope that you will
join us!
☼
NMSEA

The New Mexico Solar Energy Association is sad to
announce that Monte Ogdahl, the organization’s immediate past president, died on Tuesday, September 9, at the
Veteran’s Hospital in Albuquerque after a long illness.
Always cheerful, Monte was tirelessly energetic in
his advocacy of solar energy and electric vehicles. He had
been a member of NMSEA since 1997 and served on the
board since 2000 and was president from 2010 to 2012.
He was especially committed to educating young people
through the NMSEA Sun Chaser program and through
solar model car races, which he volunteered to conduct at
Solar Fiestas and APS annual competitions. For the past
several years, Monte had been marketing kits to convert
hybrid cars to electric vehicles.
Originally from Montana, Monte was a combat
veteran who served in Vietnam. He had resided on
Glorieta Mesa east of Santa Fe. He is survived by his long
-term partner, Sandy Ward, and his sisters, Beverly
Axelsen and Mary Ogdahl. He was lucid until the end,
displaying his unrelenting spirit, and he was happy to see
a photo of his new great-nephew on the day of his death.
Services are pending; watch our Blasts for more info.
Our Nov/Dec issue will include a memorial for Monte,
and we welcome anyone who would like to add a photo
or remembrances to send those to the editor. Please take a
look at our Monte Ogdahl Memorial webpage at https://
nmsea.wildapricot.org/ under the NEWS tab.
☼
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Have We Made the Turn?
A Review By Janet Bridgers,
NMSEA VP and Solar Fiesta Manager
Saints and poets have oft reminded us…the darkest
hour is just before the dawn. And now, joining their
company, it’s Al Gore saying the same on the subject of
climate change. The dawn Gore refers to is “a powerful,
largely unnoticed shift.” He believes that it is the growth
of renewable energy that will thwart climate change’s
worst impacts. In a major article published in Rolling
Stone’s July 3-17 (2014) issue, the title of Gore’s long
article—The Turning Point—says it all. The eight-page
article is on the Internet at this address:
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/theturning-point-new-hope-for-the-climate-20140618
It begins with statistics:
The cost of electricity from photovoltaic, or PV,
solar cells is now equal to or less than the cost of
electricity from other sources powering electric
grids in at least 79 countries. By 2020—as the
scale of deployments grows and the costs continue to decline—more than 80 percent of the
world’s people will live in regions where solar
will be competitive with electricity from other
sources.
If this information were coming from someone less
prominent than the former vice president, now distinguished as one of the world’s three most prominent
climate change information sources (James Hansen and
Bill McKibben being the other two), one might seek a
reference for the data. I must take it on faith that the data
is honest, or Gore and Rolling Stone would be challenged by the usual suspects.
Say what you will about the majority of the magazine’s content, covering bands that most people my age
have never heard of, it has evolved over the decades to a
respected media outlet. It broke the story on General
Stanley McChrystal that resulted in his removal as commander of all U.S. and NATO forces in Afghanistan. Via
Matt Taibbi, the publication’s writings on Wall Street
and the financial crisis of 2008 are some of the most
revelatory of major U.S. media.
Maybe it’s because I personally need to believe that
there is hope in our battles to save the planet that I accept
Gore’s presentation of evidence. For example:
Germany, Europe’s industrial powerhouse, where
renewable subsidies have been especially high,
now generates 37 percent of its daily electricity
from wind and solar, and analysts predict that
number will rise to 50 percent by 2020. (Indeed,
one day this year, renewables created 74 percent
of the nation’s electricity!)
What’s more, Germany’s two largest coalburning utilities have lost 56 percent of their
value over the past four years, and the losses have
continued into the first half of 2014. And it’s not
just Germany. Last year, the top 20 utilities
throughout Europe reported losing half of their
NMSEA

value since 2008. According to the Swiss bank
UBS, nine out of 10 European coal and gas plants
are now losing money.
An accompanying chart by John Grimwade (not
included in the online version), using data from the Earth
Policy institute and Bloomberg New Energy Finance,
shows a classic “hockey stick” growth pattern in the
production of photovoltaic-source megawatts per year,
with a corresponding steep drop in the cost per watt from
the early 80s until now. See graph below.
Gore’s article goes on to recount the evidence of
climate change, such as the disappearance of summer ice
cover in the Arctic Ocean and extreme weather incidents
we’ve all become familiar with in the past 10 years Hurricanes Katrina and Sandy and droughts and fires in
the western U.S. He writes the following:
So clearly, we will just have to gird ourselves for
the difficult challenges ahead. There is indeed,
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Energy Investments
Closing share prices compared to the DOW index:
08/22/14
$70.46

06/20/14
First Solar (FSLR):
$68.90

08/23/13
$38.97

Market Vectors, Solar Energy ETF (KWT):
$83.50
$87.30
$53.87
Dow Jones Industrial Average ($INDU)
17,001
16,947
15,011
Crude Oil//barrel (NYMEX futures)
$93.65
$107.26
$106.42
$3.84

Natural Gas/mmBtu
$4.53

$3.49

$2.74

Gasoline/gal
$3.13

$3.01

NG and gasoline are national averages.
Selected prices provided for relative information,
only; NMSEA does not recommend specific investments. All investments involve risk; invest cautiously.

NMSEA
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HOW TO FIND THE SOLAR FIESTA
CNM Workforce Training Center Campus:
5600 Eagle Rock Ave NE, Albuquerque, 87113
Just west of I-25 and north of Alameda Blvd.
Take Alameda Blvd to San Mateo.
Turn north on San Mateo.
Turn east on Oakland Ave or Eagle Rock Ave.
Lots of free parking – follow the signs.
224-5200

Alternative Transportation
3PM and 4PM Conference Room 103
If you’re interested in alternative fueled vehicles, this is
the workshop for you. From build-it-yourself to drive-itoff-the-lot, you’ll have the opportunity to learn from the
experts – as well as to see and maybe even test drive a
wide range of vehicles.

Detailed maps at:
www.NMSolarFiesta.org
www.CNM.edu/WTC

WORKSHOP TOPICS AND PRESENTERS
ABQ Congregations Going Solar
10AM Conference Room 103
St. Theresa Catholic Church and the First Unitarian
Church here in Albuquerque are looking forward to
sharing with you their Solar Journey. How did they
manage to install large PV systems and save $$$ and be
responsible stewards of the Earth?
Creating Cairns: Climate Change and Sustainability
Stories of Hope 11AM Confer ence Room 103
Cairns, stone markers found along mountain paths or
crossings where the way for the traveler is unclear guide a
path forward. Sister Joan Brown, Executive Director of
New Mexico Interfaith Power and Light, will offer
updates on the challenge of climate change plus cairn
stories about people of faith and houses of worship doing
energy upgrades, installing solar, and more.
The (Global) War on Solar
12 Noon Conference Room 103
Fossil fuel companies are the wealthiest corporations in
the World. And they’re pushing back hard against the
rising tide of clean, renewable energy (and denying the
rising tide of climate change). Mark Johnson, CEO of Sol
Luna Solar wants you to know what’s going on, and what
all of us can do about it. Sol Luna Solar is the Solar Fiesta
Title Sponsor.
Solar Leasing Made Simple
1PM Conference Room 103
Want to save money and cut down on carbon emissions,
but don’t have the cash to purchase a solar power system
outright? No problem. Find out how to pay less than you
pay the utility starting on day one. And your electric rates
will never go up.
Patrick Griebel is the CEO of Affordable Solar, a Solar
Fiesta Sponsor.

NMSEA

Renewable Energy and the NM PRC
2PM Conference Room 103
The NM Public Regulatory Commission regulates NM’s
public utilities and electric cooperatives. The PRC
doesn’t write the statutes, but it does implement them,
and as such it has a huge influence on NM’s energy
future. Jason Marks and Sandy Jones have been there and
done that. Please pay attention to what they have to say.

Energy Storage 101: A Basic Overview
10AM Class Room 104
Join NMSEA Board Members Gary Vaughn and Rolf
Nitsche for an introduction to energy storage. They’ll
walk you thru the “basics” and convince you that, in fact,
we’re all “experts” at energy storage. This presentation is
suitable for students of all ages, and it will “warm you
up” for an even more interesting talk to follow.
State of the Art: Batteries and Micro-Grids
11AM Class Room 104
Abbas Akhil, Principal Consultant at Renewable Energy
Ventures LLC, retired from Sandia National Laboratories
in 2011 after 23 years in the US DOE Energy Storage
Program. He is the lead author of the 2013 DOE Energy
Storage Handbook. He’ll explain the latest battery
technology in a way that we can all understand. What
impact will Tesla’s Gigi-Factory really have? And what’s
a “micro-grid”? Bring your questions.
A Video Interview with Doug Balcomb (2012)
12 Noon Class Room 104
Doug Balcomb started his energy career at Los Alamos
NL. He was one of the first researchers to rigorously
measure the performance of passive solar structures. He’s
the “father” of the widely used Energy 10 energy
modeling program. He was the first director of the
National Renewable Energy Lab (NREL). In this
interview, Doug tells the story of his passive solar and
renewable energy adventures.
An IR Camera’s View of Energy and Energy
Efficiency
1PM Class Room 104
Sometimes the latest technology can give you a glimpse
of a world that you live in but can’t see. Join NMSEA
President Gary Vaughn for a fascinating look at what
infra-red imaging can teach us about energy and
efficiency. You’ll look “enchanting” in infra-red!
(Continued on page 10)
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(Workshop Topics, Continued from page 9)
Solar Thermal and Renewable Energy Space and
Water Heating --A New Standard in Hydronic Combi
-Systems
2PM Class Room 104
Hydronic heating and cooling systems are a great match
to renewable energy technologies: solar thermal,
geothermal and wood / biomass. There’s a new standard
in how these systems are designed, installed and
controlled that increases efficiency and provides greater
comfort. Fred Milder, CEO of AllTherm and SolarLogic
will show you how it’s done.
How I Transformed My Energy Nightmare into a Net
-Zero Energy Home
3PM Class Room 104
Seth Downs tackled an ambitious project – changing his
house from an energy hog into a model of energy
efficiency - and doing it on a tight budget. Seth will walk
you thru the step-by-step process he used, and explain the
decisions he made.
Renewable Energy Myths, Schemes and Scams
4PM Class Room 104
Beware of renewable energy promises that are just too
good to be true. Keep your checkbook away from the
“energy-saving breakthroughs” that Dave Thomas takes
great delight in exposing. This has been a popular talk at
the past 2 Solar Fiestas. Where else can you get advice
like this?
The Future of Earth Building in NM
10AM Class Room 106
Adobe and related earth-building experts from all over
NM will be holding a Board meeting for the NM
EarthBuilder’s Guild at Solar Fiesta. Before they do that,
they want to tell you all about what’s new with NM’s
oldest passive solar building technology.
Mega-Solar Power in Vertical Farms
11AM Class Room 106
Join futurist Michael Lipkan in exploring the skyscrapers
and cities of tomorrow – that are beginning to be built
today. This isn’t science fiction. Solar high-rises that
provide food, heat and electricity are right around the
corner.
Rainwater Harvesting Basics for Arid Urban Places
12 Noon Class Room 106
Explore how rainwater harvesting and “Green
Infrastructure” improves yards and community,
conserves drinking water, and builds resiliency in the
storm-water system. Joanne McEntire manages
Querencia Green, a program that provides support for
green
infrastructure
and
rainwater
harvesting
demonstration projects in local neighborhoods.
Leading the Revolution: Women in Solar
1PM Class Room 106
NMSEA

Turns out that in much of the world,
leading role in securing and delivering
families and communities. Want to be
involved? Come and hear Marlene
Technical Staff member, tell it like it is.

women play a
energy to their
inspired to get
Brown, SNL

Off the Grid – In the City
2PM Class Room 106
It won’t be long before you’ll have the option to connect
to your electric utility grid like you do now – or supply
your own electricity for less than you’d pay the utility.
Odes Armijo-Caster is a solar expert, and he wants to let
you know what your future energy options will look like.
Opportunity for NM – We’re Blowing It!
3PM Class Room 106
Mariel Nanasi and New Energy Economy have strong
opinions about NM’s energy future. Hear why they’re
concerned that New Mexico might be robbed of its
greatest chance for energy transformation and a
sustainable future.
A Realtor’s View of Renewable Energy Systems
4PM Class Room 106
Jim DesJardins is a realtor who also knows his way
around PV systems. How does installing a solar system
affect your home’s value? What happens when you sell?
Bring your RE-related real estate questions. Home
owners and real estate professionals welcome.
NMSEA’s Renewable New Mexico Film Series
Two series episodes every hour. Class Room 111
This 13-part made-for-TV series features interviews with
some of New Mexico’s solar pioneers and innovators, as
well as with other New Mexicans who are working to
advance solar every day. This is a fascinating, high
quality, and inspiring video production.
Solar Car Races (Outside)
Students from CNM’s Electrical Trades, Photovoltaic
Program and students from Doña Ana Community
College in Las Cruces will be demonstrating mini-solar
cars to students at this year’s Solar Fiesta. Students will
have a chance to see how the mini solar cars are built,
how they roll with the power of the sun, and have a
chance to race them against their friends!
PNM Sustainable Technology Lab Tours
The PNM Sustainable Technology Lab at the CNM
Workforce Training Center is a state of the art training
lab for photovoltaics, solar heating, and energy
efficiency. Every hour starting at 11am, there will be
guided tours of the lab. Catch a demo of the “House of
Pressure” demonstrating the flow of energy through a
home. Stop by the CNM table at any time near the
entrance of the lab to learn more about CNM’s solar
training programs, and enter for a chance to win
textbooks on PV and Energy Efficiency.
☼
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FALL ALBUQUERQUE SOLAR FIESTA EXHIBITOR DIRECTORY
CNM Workforce Training Center, September 27
Company/Organization Name
(alphabetical)
350.org
Adobe Builder
Affordable Solar
AGGrand
Abq Area Master Gardener Program
Abq Center for Peace & Justice
Allstate Roofing LLC
AWINDOWAY
BAC Enterprises, Inc
Central NM Community College (CNM)
Current-C Energy Systems
Del Norte High School
DPW Solar Electric
Dona Ana Community College
Enchanted Solar
Energy, Minerals & Natural Resources
Environment New Mexico
Frank Satellite Service
Green Fire Times
History of Solar in NM Display
Leftovers (solar art)
Linear City Concepts
Melloy Nissan
The Natural Lighting Co
New Energy Economy
New Mexico Earthbuilders Guild
NM Floodplain Managers Association
NM Interfaith Power & Light
New Mexico Solar Energy Association
New Mexico Solar Energy Association
NM Wilderness Alliance
NMSEA Villager Sun Oven

Northern NM Electric Vehicle Associaon
Osceola Energy
Positive Energy Solar
Quelab
Rocky Mountain Enterprises
Sacred Power Corporation
Sandia BMW
SE-OC Off-Grid Solar
SFCC Mobile Energy Classroom
SFCC Solar Club
Sierra Club
Solar Logic
Solluna Solar
Stelcor Energy
Sunny Skies (sun ovens)

NMSEA

Booth
S, A, B, C are outside
Room 101
Room 101
S2
B2
Room 101
Room 101
C3
105 Rm 101
103 & 104 Rm 101
PNM Sust Tech Lab
110 Rm 101
Outside
115 Rm 101
Outside
B (on end)
Room 101
Room 101
B3
Rotunda
Inside Hall
A5
Room 101
S3
C1
Room 101
Room 101
Room 101
D4
Rotunda
NMSEA Tent
C4
Student Area
Green Vehicles
D9
A2 & A3
B4
C (on end)
Green Vehicles
Green Vehicles
C2
Outside
Room 101
B1
105 Room 101
S1 + 101/102 Rm 101
D2, D3
A5
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Contact Info
www.350.org
www.adobebuilder.com
www.affordable-solar.com
www.aggrand.com
www.abqmastergardeners.org
www.abqpeaceandjustice.org
(505) 345-0068
www.awindoway.com
www.bacenterprises.com
www.cnm.edu
www.currentc.com
www.delnorte.aps.edu
www.dpwsolarelectric.com
www.dacc.nmsu.edu
www.enchantedsolar.com
www.emnrd.state.nm.us
www.environmentnewmexico.org
www.franksatellite.com
www.greenfiretimes.com
www.leftoverspg.weebly.com
www.imagine-city.info
www.melloynissan.com
www.thenaturallightingco.com
www.newenergyeconomy.org
www.theearthbuildersguild.com
www.nmfma.org/
www.nm-ipl.org
www.nmsolar.org
www.nmsolar.org
www.nmwild.org/
www.nmsolar.org
skipdunn@newmexico.com
osceolaenergy.com
www.positiveenergysolar.com
www.quelab.net/wordpress
www.cleanenergyauthority.com
www.sacredpowercorp.com
www.sandiabmw.com
www.se-oc.com
www.sfcc.edu
www.sfcc.edu
www.nmsierraclub.org
www.solarlogicllc.com
www.sollunasolar.com
www.stelcorenergy.com
www.sunnyskiesnm.com
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The Politics of Solar in New Mexico
By Janet Bridgers, NMSEA Vice President
According to an Albuquerque Business First article
dated October 4-10, 2013, the New Mexico renewable
power business employed 25,000 individuals. Those
employees, for the most part, have good-paying, technically based jobs to implement $650 million in investments. Their jobs produce power that produces no carbon
emissions nor groundwater pollution.
The credit goes to the Richardson administration and
the state’s legislature. From the state’s website:
The 2007 New Mexico legislative session
declared 2007 as the Year of Clean Energy.
The New Mexico Comprehensive Clean Energy
Legislative Package provides the foundation for
positioning New Mexico to become a national
leader in clean energy.
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/ECMD/
CleanEnergyTaxIncentives/
SolarGrossReceiptsExemption.html
Though the maturing market continues to bring down
costs—now close to where they compete with natural gas
for utility scale projects—the state’s vacillating political
climate creates an unsteady environment for new investments. Challenges include the sunset in 2016 of the
federal residential renewable energy credits. This situation is described on the US DOE Database of State Incentives for Renewables and Efficiency (DSIRE) website:
Established by The Energy Policy Act of 2005, the
federal tax credit for residential energy property
initially applied to solar-electric systems, solar
water heating systems and fuel cells. The Energy
Improvement and Extension Act of 2008 extended
the tax credit to small wind-energy systems and
geothermal heat pumps, effective January 1, 2008.
Other key revisions included an eight-year
extension of the credit to December 31, 2016, the
ability to take the credit against the alternative
minimum tax, and the removal of the $2,000
credit limit for solar-electric systems beginning in
2009. The credit was further enhanced by The
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009, which removed the maximum credit amount
for all eligible technologies (except fuel cells)
placed in service after 2008.
http://dsireusa.org/incentives/incentive.cfm?
Incentive_Code=US37F
It doesn’t take any brilliant political insight to know
that Congress is unlikely to pass legislation that would
renew these federal tax credits. Speculation on how the
fall elections might affect the state’s solar businesses
ranges widely.
If Governor Martinez is re-elected, and if the New
Mexico State Legislature tilts to the right, much of NM’s
pro-renewables legislation could be reversed. Is that
likely? Perhaps not, because reversing that legislation
would be highly visible and the renewable energy indusNMSEA

tries’ friends in the activist environmental community
would make it a very controversial vote. It is more likely
that a low turnout might prevent environment-friendly
Sandy Jones from taking Ben Hall’s seat for District 5
(covering the Southwest corner of the state) on the Public
Regulation Commission and creating a pro-renewable
energy majority on the commission. Often operating
under the radar of public awareness, the PRC has the
power to change details about the mix of renewable
energy elements that PNM must abide by. (Contrary to
the impression created by its advertising, PNM does not
embrace solar energy. It does what it is regulated to do,
and the solar energy production elements it installs are
there because the Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard
requires them.)
In 2010, PNM tried to eliminate the “net metering”
benefit of rooftop solar systems that provides a check to
solar system owners who generate more energy than they
use.
http://www.abqjournal.com/biz/252140487643biz0825-10.htm
The company has intimated that it will try again at
some time in the future to reduce the net metering benefit
to solar system owners, but when is not known. Electric
utilities throughout the country can see that large numbers of solar system owners would reduce their business
base, thereby requiring remaining ratepayers to pay more
to cover the same overhead. Though it would take a
couple of decades, the direction is clear that rooftop solar
could be very damaging to the electric utilities.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-12-26/
utilities-feeling-rooftop-solar-heat-start-fightingback.html
To counter this possibility, PNM has also intimated
that it will ask the PRC to allow it to charge a “grid fee”
of as much as $.08 a kilowatt-hour, an amount that would
substantially reduce the benefit of owning a solar system.
An argument against solar in New Mexico is that it is
only for the wealthy. Two alternative approaches to solar
systems’ implementation can be posed against that, which
also threaten the status quo of regulated monopolies. One
is leased solar systems, which remove the hefty upfront
price tag for a rooftop solar system. Though the homeowner will not own the system at the end of the 25-year
lease, it does create a way for a homeowner as an
individual to forestall the rise of electric rates. Requirements are minimal: a rooftop unshaded by nearby trees
and clear ownership of the rooftop.
Still another approach for those who rent is the idea
of “community solar,” i.e. buying shares of a system that
is not on property the shareholder owns. A return on
investment from community solar could offset electric
rate hikes to those of modest income who invest in this
way.
PNM’s clout with the PRC and the Martinez Administration will soon be tested with hearings on Sept. 11 and
12 with regard to PNM’s plan for replacing the power
generation lost when two units in the San Juan Gener(Continued on page 14)
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(Turning Point, Continued from page 6)

(Politics of Solar, Continued from page 13)

literally, light at the end of the tunnel, but there is
a tunnel, and we are well into it.
From NMSEA’s perspective as a 42 year old organization, we can definitely say that the growth of renewable
energy is not “largely unnoticed to us.” But Gore’s article
offers an excellent summary of climate change vis-à-vis
U.S. and global politics and ends with an optimistic
projection. Because of President Obama’s executive order
to limit CO2 emissions by power plants, the President
will “go to the United Nations this fall and to Paris at the
end of 2015 with the credibility and moral authority that
he lacked during the disastrous meeting in Copenhagen
four and a half years ago.”
I hope that many of you will read Gore’s article. ☼

ating Plant go offline. PNM’s proposal is to replace the
340 megawatts of capacity with only 40 megawatts of
utility-scale solar, with the balance met with a mix of
natural gas and nuclear power.
http://www.daily-times.com/four_corners-news/
ci_24805429/pnm-files-decommission-san-juangenerating-stations-two
In a state that has sometimes been called “the Saudi
Arabia of sunshine,” political efforts to stall the growth
of solar energy on any level may ultimately be fruitless.
But in the short term, they can disrupt a business sector
supplying good jobs and clean energy.
☼
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Mission Statement: We promote clean, renewable energy and sustainability in
New Mexico through education, empowerment, collaboration and advocacy.
Please consider investing your time and/or money
toward solar energy education through NMSEA.
Vision Statement: We envision a thriving, bio-diverse earth, with civilization
powered by clean, renewable and sustainable energy from the sun.

Coming Events

Early October Board of Directors Meeting, Tuesday, NMSEA office, 1009 Br adbury Dr. SE, Albuquerque, 87106.
Meeting at 6:00 PM, starting with potluck dinner at 5:30. Members welcome. Call the office for date.
Sept. 27

Fall Solar Fiesta 2014, Satur day, at CNM Wor kfor ce Tr aining Center , Albuquer que, NM.

Oct. 28

Albuquerque Chapter Meetings, Four th Tuesdays at REI, 1550 Mercantile NE, 6:00 to 8:00 PM,
even numbered months, only.

NMSEA

Page 16 of 16

Sept/Oct 2014

